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NEW: Senior Activity Kits and Volunteer 
Opportunities
Funded in part by the Government of Canada’s New 
Horizons for Seniors Program and local long-term care 
facilities, the Welland Public Library has created nearly 
forty senior activity kits. These kits provide engaging 
and meaningful activities for people who are affected by 
degenerative diseases like Alzheimer’s, dementia, and 
Parkinson’s. 
This summer, the kits were delivered to our long-term 
care facility partners, and starting this fall, they will be 
made available to the public for borrowing. 
We are also looking for adult volunteers to conduct kit 
deliveries, as well as volunteers who would like to visit and 
enjoy these kits with community members experiencing 
memory loss. 
If interested in learning more about this unique volunteer 
opportunity or if a volunteer visit would help support a 
friend or family member, please contact us at (905) 734-
6210 ext. 2513. 
Training will be provided. A current police check is 
required for all adult WPL volunteers. 
Watch for our Fall Program Guide that highlights a series 
of programs called “Celebrating Seniors.”  
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INTO 

READING
Singer/Songwriter Saturdays Return
Slowly but surely, live music is making its 
comeback! And with it, the return of our 
Singer/Songwriter Saturday Series (phew! 
the alliteration!)!  
The series kicks off on 
Saturday, September 
24th and performances 
continue on October 
22nd, November 5th, 
and November 19th. 
Come out to experience 
the bliss of browsing the 
shelves while the sweet sounds of some of 
your favourite local songbirds float through 
the air. 
All performances will take place in the lounge 
at the Main Branch from 2:00 - 4:00 pm. This 
series is subject to change in accordance 
with Public Health regulations.

Monday, September 5 - Labour Day Monday, October 10 - Thanksgiving Day 
LIBRARY CLOSURES

• September 24 – Troy 
Soper 

• October 22 – Jeremy 
Lostracco

• November 5 – Jessi-
ca Wilson

• November 19 – Rob 
Repovs



Ride a Rollercoaster with Santa: Oculus 
VR Headsets Now at WPL
Feeling the thrill of an intense climbing and 
looping rollercoaster in a tropical locale with 
Santa as your sidekick is just one of many super 
cool VR experiences you can have at WPL!
Join us at the official launch party on Wednesday, October 12 
at 6:30pm for a VR demonstration! In addition to trying out 
our VR headsets, participants will also enjoy light refresh-
ments.
Also on October 12, patrons can begin booking a one-hour 
time slot in a private room to try one of the Oculus headsets 
and one of ten games (more to come). Both sitting/stationary 
and standing games will be available. 
Please note, the VR headset is not recommended for use by 
children under the age of 13. Children 13 and older must be 
monitored by a parent or guardian at all times while using the 
Oculus headset. A waiver must be signed prior to use.
Have questions? Please feel free to call your local branch for 
more details at 905-734-6210.

Truth and Reconciliation: Residential 
School Virtual Tour
The Woodland Cultural Centre in Brantford, ON 
offers a variety of tours, education programs, 
and workshops that give visitors the opportunity 

to learn about an assortment of topics covering the past, present, and 
future of Southern Ontario’s First Nations peoples.
On September 23 at 9:30am, The Woodland Cultural Centre will guide 
participants in a virtual tour of the former Mohawk Institute Indian 
Residential School giving the history of the institution over its 140 years. 
Viewers will see rooms inside the school including the girls’ and boys’ 
dormitories, the cafeteria, and the laundry room, as well as hear interviews 
from five survivors. Registration is required and space is limited so please 
register at your earliest convenience.
On September 30, WPL will acknowledge and reflect on the residential 
school experiences of Indigenous people. Visit any of our branches to 
create a bracelet and/or button in recognition of our commitment to 
honour the children who attended residential schools. 

The WPL Book 
Sale is Back!
This special one-
week book sale 
opens on Saturday, 
September 3 at 9am 
and closes at 4pm on Saturday, 
September 10 (or whenever we 
run out of books). Other library 
materials may also be available.
The sale will be offered at the 
Main Branch only. Bring a gro-
cery tote or small box and fill it 
for $5. WPL totes will be avail-
able for purchase ($2). All book 
sale proceeds support library 
collections, programs, and ser-
vices. 

Music Trivia Night Fundraiser
After two years of Zoom, Trivia Night LIVE 
is back, along with the Croatian Hall’s infa-
mous and endless (well, almost) penne and 

meatballs dinner! Gather 
a few friends - or enter as 
a team of up to 10 - for 
some friendly competi-
tion in support of your 
library! Prizes for the top 
three tables.  Tickets on 
sale at all branches start-
ing September 20.

Help Someone Keep Warm this Winter
It may be hard to imagine now, but the 
days of blustery winds, blowing snow, and 
frosty fingers are just around the corner! In 
preparation for what’s sure to come, we’ll begin 
accepting donations to our Winter Warmth 
Table starting October 1st and continuing 
throughout the fall and winter. Donations will 
be collected at the Main Branch only.  

New and very gently-used 
coats, hats, scarves, mitts/
gloves, and other winter 
wear will be accepted. 
Heavy socks (new only) are 
also a much-needed item. 
Homemade items are 
welcome and appreciated. 

 In Honour of Libraries - October (and all year long!)
Canadian Library Month and Ontario Public Library Week 
recognize the invaluable role that libraries play in commu-
nities across the country. This October, in celebration of 
libraries, take part in WPL activities that include a Take and 
Make Kit that will help you turn an old book into a liter-
ary ornament, and snap a photo with one of our beautiful 
“feathered” wing displays. 
Activities are available at all branches. 
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Planting for the Future with OAM
Earlier this year, 
Open Arms Mission 
(OAM) asked local 
organizations to 
participate in their 
exciting new Plant-A-
Row project and WPL 
jumped on board!
Staff members planted 
rows of beans at OAM’s Forks Road acreage 
back in June, and returned in August when 
the beans were ready for harvest. Once 
picked, the beans were blanched, frozen, and 
will later be given out to anyone struggling to 
get good, healthy food during winter months 
when fresh produce is scarce.  

The goal of the project 
is to harvest and 
distribute 1000 pounds 
of beans! 
WPL staff loved working 
on this project and 
hope to be part of its 
growth in the coming 
years.

Food for Friends: A Fresh Spin on Food for Fines
At WPL, October has always signaled the start of our annu-
al Food for Fines drive in support of local food banks. Over 
the years, countless community members have contributed 
non-perishable food items and in turn, have had their library 
fines waived. 
Earlier this year, in an effort to remove barriers and increase 
library accessibility for all, we said so long to late fees! With 
fines for late returns a thing of the past, the need to change 
the Food for Fines program while continuing to support 
community food needs was very clear. 
Since last spring – in partnership with the Open Arms Mis-
sion – we have been offering snacks to anyone who needs 
them on a daily basis at our Main Branch self-serve snack 
station. This year, we’re hoping that you will help us keep 
the snack station going by donating pre-packaged, individ-
ually wrapped snack items. Think granola bars, dried fruit or 
fruit snacks, juice boxes, etc. We’re calling this new initiative, 

Food for Friends!
As with Food for Fines, donations to 
Food for Friends can be made at any 
of our branches from October 1 - Oc-
tober 31. 
We sincerely thank you in advance for 
your continued support of communi-
ty nourishment programs.

WPL is a Purse Project Niagara Community Ambassador 
We’re partnering for the second time with the Purse 
Project Network Niagara. This incredible organization 
collects purses filled with full-size personal care 
items for women. Their goal is to fill a woman’s heart 
with hope by providing her with personal care needs 
and a note of warmth and encouragement. Last year, 
1614 fully stocked purses were donated by Hamilton/
Halton, Niagara, London, and Bancroft residents.  
This year, WPL will collect purses as well as men’s grooming kits. The 
ten essential items shown here (full size) must be included in each 
purse and this list must also be used to fill a men’s grooming kit. 
Optional items can be added and adapted as you see fit. 
Quality is a key component of this initiative. Donated purses and 
grooming bags must be new or in like-new condition (no scuffs, tears, 
pen marks, etc.).  
Purses and grooming kits will be collected from November 1 –  
November 30 at all branches and will be distributed during the first 
two weeks of December. 
For inquiries about participation in this project, please contact us at 
905-734-6210 ext. 2513. 
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Make and Create in our 
Makerspace
WPL aims to provide everyone in our community 
with access to emerging technologies. These 
technologies are housed in our Makerspace.

When filled with a solution of sugar, 
vinegar, dish soap and water, this 
DIY trap will capture pesky wasps but not precious 
honey bees! How sweet is that? 
To find out how to 3D print your own, call us at 905-
734-6210.

NEW/FEATURED COLLECTION: 
HOME AWAY FROM HOME?

The Divines by 
Ellie Eaton
The Lying Club by 
Annie Ward
For Your 
Own Good 
by Samantha 
Downing
Never Let Me Go 
by Kazuo Ishiguro
Welcome to the 
School by the Sea 
by Jenny Colgan
Madam by Phoebe 
Wynne
The Affliction by 
Beth Gutcheon 
By the Book by 
Julia Sonneborn

Julianne Brunet  
Chief Executive Officer 

jbrunet@wellandlibrary.ca 

Main Branch
50 The Boardwalk

Welland, ON L3B 6J1
905-734-6210 ext. 2521

Hours
Monday            9 am - 8 pm
Tuesday           9 am - 8 pm
Wednesday    9 am - 8 pm
Thursday        9 am - 8 pm
Friday              9 am - 6 pm
Saturday         9 am - 5 pm
Sunday                   Closed

Diamond Trail Branch
315 Southworth Street
Welland, ON L3B 1Z8

905-734-6210 ext. 2501
Hours

Monday         4 pm-8 pm
Tuesday         4 pm-8 pm
Wednesday   4 pm-8 pm
Thursday        4 pm-8 pm
Friday                      Closed
Saturday     11 am - 3 pm
Sunday                    Closed

Seaway Mall Branch
800 Niagara St.

Welland, ON L3C 5Z4
905-734-6210 ext. 2518

Hours
Monday           9am - 8pm                 
Tuesday          9am - 8pm
Wednesday    9am - 8pm
Thursday          9am - 8pm
Friday           9am - 5pm
Saturday          9am - 5pm
Sunday                  Closed

Every Gift Makes a Difference.
All contributions to WPL enrich the education, vitality, and cultural growth of our entire 

community. If you choose to make a donation to the library, you can also decide where you’d like 
your monetary gift to apply. Choose from these categories: Vibrant Spaces, Community-Driven 
Programs & Events, Dynamic Collections, Innovative Services & Technology, or Area of Greatest 

Need.
Thank you for your support!

For more information or to donate, please call (905) 734-6210 ext. 2500.

October is Dyslexia Awareness Month
The International Dyslexia Association defines 
dyslexia as a “neurological condition caused by 
a different wiring of the brain.” Although having 
dyslexia makes it challenging to learn how to read, 
it’s certainly not impossible. Literacy kits  geared 
towards beginner, struggling, and  advancing readers 
have been added to our collection and are available 
to borrow.  Just search the term “reading kits” in our 
catalogue for a list of what’s available. Decodable 
books (as recommended by 
the International Dyslexia 
Association) for children, teen, 
and adult readers have also been 
added to the collection and can 
easily be found with the red 
“decodable” sticker.

School is back in session! Did you ever 
dream of going to boarding school, or 
wonder what it would be like to attend 
a fancy private school abroad? These 
novels will transport you to that world, 
but beware, not everyone had an idyllic 
experience away from home…


